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where the Bourbon Sirdar awaited us. The princess came forward to meet us,
and warmly pressed our bauds. I was at once struck by her type, which is
eminently European, and by the clear yellow tint of her skin. Could it be that
I saw a countrywoman before me ? And by what strange concatenation of
circumstances did she occupy so high a position in Bhopal ? After undergoing
the usual interrogatories, which the princess did not spare me, I questioned her
in my turn, and elicited from her the most singular details as to the origin of her
family.

The following, according to the account given me by the princess and the
testimony of the celebrated General Malcolm, is the history of this French family
transplanted to India

During the reign of the great Akbar, towards the year 1557 or ISS9> a
European named Jean de Bourbon arrived at the court of Delhi. He described
himself as a Frenchman, and claimed descent from one of the noblest families of
that country. He related that, having been made prisoner by some Turkish
pirates while on a voyage accompanied by his preceptor, he had been carried
captive into Egypt. This event occurred in 1541, at which period he was fifteen
years old. Once in Egypt, the young man by his pleasing qualities won the
favour of the sovereign, who made him join his army; and, in a war with the
Abyssinians, he was again taken prisoner. His character of Christian, his
intelligence and education, soon earned a certain position for him in the country;
and he was enabled, by means of some pretext, to reach the shores of India in one
of those Abyssinian, vessels which at that time kept up a constant correspondence
with the west coast. Having landed at Broach, and heard high praises of the
splendour of the court of the Great Mogul, he deserted the Abyssinian fleet, and
went to Agra.

The Emperor Akbar, to whom the young European related his history, was
taken with his graceful manners and intelligent appearance, and offered him an
appointment in his army; and soon afterwards, he created him master of the
artillery. Loaded with honours and riches, the Prince Jean de Bourbon died'at
Agra, leaving two sons, the fruit of his marriage with a Georgian slave in the
palace; and the eldest of these two sons, Alexander de Bourbon, or Secunder
Bourbon, became the favourite of the Emperor Jehanghir, who granted him the
hereditary office of Governor of the Palace of the Begums, besides the important
fief of Sirgurh.

The Bourbons retained their position at the court of Delhi until the invasion
of India by Nadir Shah, The last governor of the palace was Faradi Bourbon ;
whose son Salvador abandoned the service of the Padishahs, and retired to his fief
of Sirgurh in Malwa, where he assumed the title of nawab, or sovereign prince;
and in x/94 his successor, Bhoba Bourbon, known under the name of Nawab
Mussuah Eagou Khan, was dethroned by a French adventurer in the service of
Scindia. This Frenchman, who, by a strange coincidence of destiny, overthrew
the throne of the Indian Bourbons almost at the moment of the fall of their French
namesakes, was that Captain Fant&ne whose descendants I had met with at the
Court of Bhurtpore*

Shortly after the loss of his principality, Bhoba Bourbon was assassinated at
the Court of the Rajah of Narwar, and his son, Enayet Mussuah, or Chofaar
Bourbon, took refuge with his clan at the Court of the reigning prince of Bhopal